The Economic Impact of Having Tuberculosis

1st Economic Loss - A young new employee gets an  on-the-job training but needed a pre-employment exam , but only to be told “Sorry, The company cant’t hire you - your medical exam shows you have TB!”

2nd Economic Loss - If the applicant passes the pre-employment exam, gets a probationary job for the next 5 months and gets TB while on that period, “Sorry, The company cant’t hire you permanently  - your medical exam shows you developed TB. Your career does not take off and TB floors you to the ground. Back to square one, so they say Treatment duration is 6 months, and while minimal TB can be controlled after 2 weeks (but treatment of 6 months must be completed) , not all companies are comfortable with that , and prefer to have longer treatment prior to going back to work (if the company decides to keep you). But that leaves the other employees already exposed for 5 months to the person with the disease - you. 

3rd Economic Loss – Having TB in the past may pose problem since in changing employers their new medical exams will show the disease again.  Proving that your TB is already inactive will require a tedious task because the routine test of phlegm to check for TB is < 1week (it routinely needs 3 ) AND the culture of phlegm for TB needs 4-8 weeks before results come out. (There are new and faster ways to detect TB in the phlegm, using DNA tests, but this is a very expensive test, some P6000 to P8000, depending on the hospitals – this price is when oil was below $80/barrel) In the meantime, you are waiting to be cleared, other applicants may get your slot. And you may lose the opportunity

4th Economic Loss - It is difficult to get clearance too when you plan to go abroad. Some nations have started stricter screening of OCWs to the point that any subject with TB history or even treatment history are labeled “Unfit to Work” , even if there are certifications from various pulmonologists, or have complied sputum tests and are negative.

Problem with migration

· No job, but needs treatment

· Miss deadline 90 dfays

· Burgend pf [erdiodic check with forign city helath derpatment

· Of course, having those adverse conditions on your health file  gets it to be seen or shared by the ot her industries, by HMO’s and eventually it’s goona creep on your Insurance premium rates  as part of risk assessment evaluation, that if not treated ,,, tbc …delicnation, rates adustment

T-U-B-E-R-C-U-L-O-S-I-S

TB is treatable.

Unlike other germs, it needs 6-month treatment, never less.
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Relapse is expected with incomplete / short-cut treatment.

Curable when you Complete the Treatment Course
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Screen immediate contacts, from house and workplace

I-solate yourself from others -it’s the Air your breathe, not the utensils, which infect others.
S-mile, it’s not the end of your world.[image: image1.png]



